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Cal Poly to Explore the Future of STEM Education at the Baker Forum Nov. 1
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly will address the “Future of STEM Education and the
Importance of Educating Today’s Youth” in the Baker Forum on Friday, Nov. 1.
The event will be held from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in Harman Hall in the Performing Arts
Center’s Christopher Cohan Center at Cal Poly.
The event will be moderated by Cal Poly alumnus William H. Swanson, chairman of
the board and CEO of Raytheon Co., a technology and innovation leader specializing
in defense, security and civil markets worldwide.
Panelists include:
— Silvia Aguilar, a 2013 Cal Poly mechanical engineering alumna, honors student and
first-generation college student who has been a vocal advocate for accessible
education and diversity in higher education.
— Warren J. Baker, Cal Poly president emeritus. During his 31-year tenure, Baker
led the campus to prominence as a leading comprehensive polytechnic university,
noted for being the Best in the West by U.S. News & World Report 21 times. He led
the campus in a strategic plan that included construction of state-of-the-art handson learning facilities, development of residential learning programs and expansion of
degree programs. Under Baker’s leadership, Cal Poly accumulated the largest
endowment among the California State University’s 23 campuses. He has been a
leader in technology initiatives for Cal Poly, the CSU and international organizations.
— Guillermo Fernandez, president and executive director of The U.S.-Mexico
Foundation for Science. Fernandez served as deputy director of the National Council
for Science and Technology and as executive director of the Electrical Research
Institute. He spearheaded the development of scientific and technological information
services for industry and more than 200 collaborative innovation projects. He has
served as an advisor to the United Nations organizations and multiple international
educational and technology efforts.
— Susan Hackwood, executive director of the California Council on Science and
Technology (CCST) and professor of electrical engineering at UC Riverside.
Comprised of more than 200 science and technology leaders, CCST advises the state
on all aspects of science and technology including energy, information technologies,
biotechnology, nanotechnology, stem cell research, health care technologies, climate
change, disaster prevention technologies, intellectual property, technical workforce
development, and education.
The Baker Forum was established in 2002 to further dialogue on critical public policy
issues facing the nation and higher education. The forum gives particular attention
to the special social and economic roles and responsibilities of polytechnic and
science and technology universities. The event was established to honor two decades
of service to Cal Poly by then-President Baker and his wife, Carly.
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This year, the Baker Forum will be held prior to the dedication of the new Warren J.
Baker Center for Science and Mathematics, which is set for 3:30 to 6 p.m. Nov. 1.
The 189,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility opened this fall at the heart of Cal
Poly’s campus.
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